The condition of the cervical veins affords a sign of great importance in all affections involving the right side of the heart. In health, unless the individual be of very spare habit or 
From the tricuspid valves of the sheep a strong triangular jet spouted out, with a column of fluid over 13 inches in height, and from this point the fluid slowly escaped by flowing over the valves until all escaped. In the ox the jet ceased when the column of fluid fell to 10 inches, and from this point the fluid likewise ran out.
In the healthy human heart the triangular jet gushed out until there were 12 inches of fluid left, and then the remainder flowed over the valves. The valves closing the right auriculoventricular orifice, therefore, seem always incompetent after death. Now, it is quite evident that experiment on the heart after death 
